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The project for this long-
established pharmacy was 
to make a public room, 
where people could gather, 
talk, and have access to 
the pharmacist and staff 
easily, with as few artificial 
boundaries as possible. 
The location, at a street 
corner at the periphery of 
the small historical centre 
of the market town of Bree, 
was a voluminous shell, with 
windows on two streets, 
permitted a very public 

identity. Entrances from 
both streets led directly 
into a public lounge, that 
was continuous with the 
rest of the loft-like interior, 
featuring a tiled bar for 
water, fresh juices and fruit. 
In the room, the treatment 
of products and services 
suggested they were easily 
accessible. To aid this, both 
the fixed furnishings and the 
promotional material typical 
of such establishments 
was kept to an absolute 

minimum: extremely simple 
open shelves of plywood ran 
to full height along one side 
of the space, and a single 
sales table in Japanese elm 
and lacquer on stainless 
steel legs ran through its 
centre. The long, central 
table could be used by both 
customers and staff on both 
sides, so they could have 
contact with each other 
in a relaxed manner. The 
pharmacist’s ‘office’ was to 
be similarly accessible, in the 

public room but screened 
by a low translucent wall. 
The room was dominated 
by a smoked glass box 
(a robot) at its end, that 
dispensed medications 
via a helical chute. The 
pharmacy’s laboratory 
was concealed behind this 
object, and rendered neutral 
by white-lacquered closets, 
equipment and furniture.



Client: Joeri van Dijck
Concept: Zware Jongens
Foto: Stan Koolen

Completion: oktober 2016

The walls and ceiling of the 
interior were painted the 
same colour as the concrete 
floor throughout, rendering 
all artefacts in the room, 
whether they were fixed 
or mobile, like sculptures. 
There were a couple of 
further fixed items: special 
shelves for promoted items 
were made of polished 
brass sheet, placed on the 
table, the plywood shelves, 
and occasionally protruding 
from the walls. 

Loose furniture was chosen 
for various kinds of sitting for 
staff and customers alike, 
and was an eclectic mix-
ture of design classics and 
objets-types. Lighting was 
treated in a direct and mini-
mal way: a polished brass 
luminaire was suspended 
directly above the long 
table, and ceiling-mounted 
wall-washers illuminated the 
shelves. A person-sized, mir-
rored pharmaceutical cross 
stood in the acute corner 

of the room, its green glow 
directed outward to windows 
facing both street frontages.


